
printed petitions for the repeal of the two per cent sales 
tax and labeled them, “Issued by the Communist Party of 
labama.”’ These were circulated in the neighborhoods, 

but the best results were obtained by leaving them in the 
small stores in the neighborhoods. The small merchants 
told our comrades that they hated the sales tax so bitterly 
that they didn’t care who circulated the petitions, they 
would be glad to cooperate. We did not succeed in forcing 
the governor to call a special session of the legislature to 
repeal the sales tax, but we did establish in the minds of 
many people the realization that the Communist Party 
was fighting for the interests of the people. We received 
some excellent publicity on this campaign. One Birming- 
ham paper headed an article, ‘‘Look out, Sales Tax, Com- 
munist Party is after you.” A Mobile paper started an 
article with the sentence, ‘“The Bolsheviks were the first 
to take concrete action against the Alabama sales tax.” 
We have not solved the problem of building the press 

and circulating our literature, but we are making some 

rogress. We used to have a rule that no literature could 
a brought within a block of a unit meeting. Now we have 
literature at every unit meeting, and also at every com- 
mittee, fraction and even bureau meeting. 

The Party Among National Groups 

y F. BROWN 

T WOULD be wrong to believe that we are going back- 
ward in our work among the national groups. I think 

e are moving forward. The trouble is that we are not 
eeping pace with the big developments in the labor 
ovement. While we were moving forward, while we 
ere building a series of united front movements around 
arious issues that in certain national groups took the 
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character of small People’s Front movements, we did not 
stabilize our forces sufficiently; we did not utilize this 
movement to build our Party among these masses and 
to move these masses a step forward. Which means that 
at this plenum we are confronted with the problem of how 
to extend the People’s Front among the national groups. 
If we want to achieve this aim, we have to take into con- 
sideration a few questons. 

Is the Americanization process going on in this country? 
Yes, it is. It is an Americanization process which, while 
growing out of economic and social conditions, is at the 
same time forced from above by the ruling class. The 
ruling class would like to speed this process to such an 
extent as to get rid of the problem that the foreign-born 
masses still represent in this country. 

But, besides this type of Americanization process, there 
is another going on, a healthy one, which I would call 
the “proletarian Americanization process, the Amer- 
icanization process that develops with the development 
of the American labor movement. 

The fact that millions of workers are streaming into 
the C.I.O., foreign-born and Americans, foreign-born o 
all kinds of nationalities, and that these thousands are 
fighting shoulder to shoulder for democracy, for bette 
economic conditions, shows that we are confronted wit 
an Americanization process and a healthy process. At th 
same time that such a process is going on, however, some 
thing else is happening in this country. Here you will find 
a very interesting contradiction that we must take int 
consideration. While the foreign-born masses today ar 
moving in the United States and are fighting not only 
for industrial unionism, but at the same time are fighting 
for democracy, these same masses, or part of these masses 

are supporting reactionary forces bound up with reactio 
in their home country. 

This means that while we have this healthy American 
ization process going on, at the same time we find that 
the European events have a great repercussion amon 
the foreign-born masses in this country. This sometime: 

ee eee ee eee eee ee 
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even takes the character of building national conscious- 
ess. So much so that Comrade Browder was absolutely 
orrect when he said that you will find Italians or Ger- 
mans of the second generation stating that they are proud 
o be Americans, but at the same time, are proud to be 
Germans, Italians, etc. These things developed in the last 
wo years under our own nose. The masses that feel dis- 
criminated against fall prey to fascist demagogy: that 
heir prestige will rise with the prestige of their country 
f origin. 
Who took advantage of such a situation? Here we 
ust confess that we did not take full advantage, but 

that the reactionaries, the Liberty League and Hearst, 
orking together with the agents of the fascist countries, 

took the advantage, not only mobilizing the old genera- 
ion, but even raising a national consciousness in the sec- 
ond generation of this country. 

Weapon to Defeat the Fascists 

Did the Party give us a weapon, some instrument to 
efeat the maneuvers of the fascists? Yes, the Party 
orged a weapon two or three years ago, when the Party 
ook a correct Leninist line in regard to the revolutionary 
traditions in this country. The moment that the Party 
eveloped this correct Leninist line it was necessary, it 
as logical, that we should have developed the same line 
mong the national groups; but we didn’t, we continued 
long the same sectarian line, and by continuing along 
his sectarian line we remained separated from the foreign- 
orn masses. 
It is true that we succeeded here and there to break 

hrough by developing the campaign for social insurance. 
his gave us a splendid basis to build a broad united front 
ovement, but later on we remained hanging in the air. 
e were waiting for some other issues around which we 
ould be able to unite these masses. Today we have all 
inds of issues around which we can unite these masses 
nd build all these People’s Front movements from among 
he national groups. This, in the final analysis, will build 
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not only a broad united front movement among thé 
foreign-born masses of this country, but will become part 
and parcel of the broad People’s Front movement of th 
country. 

How can we mobilize the foreign-born masses in the 
trade union drives? We have to find out the demands that 
we can raise among these national groups for the purpose 
of uniting them, for the purpose of preparing the ground 
to bring more of these groups into the broad People’s 
Front movement. Is it not a fact that the foreign-born as 
a whole are discriminated against? It is a fact. Then wh 
should we not raise certain demands around which we 
can mobilize these masses? Not only these masses, but 
these masses with the support of the labor movement o 
this country. We will have to do it. 

The central question is the C.I.O. movement. It is ta 
the extent that the foreign-born masses are entering the 
C.I.0., and the work we do among these masses, that we 

will carry on the healthy Americanization process of 
which I spoke before, utilizing all the national traditions 
of these groups. 

Utilizing Revolutionary Traditions 

A Polish worker, for example, will become a goo 
fighter for industrial unionism, for democracy, if we wil 
not only utilize the revolutionary traditions of the Amer. 
ican labor movement, but even the revolutionary tradi 
tions of Poland. They will then be proud alike of the 
American and Polish revolutionary traditions. And by do. 
ing this not only will we bring them into the trade unior 
movement, but we will check the advance of the fascists 

There are tremendous possibilities before us, but the 
one problem we have to solve today if we want to develop 
the movement of which I am speaking is the problem o 
forces, of strengthening the bureaus. One thing is posi 
tive—we are not recruiting sufficiently; we are not devel 
oping new forces. The work of the language bureaus i 
restricted to a few people. We must get away from this 
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and we can; otherwise it will be impossible to do the tre- 
endous work that is before us. This means that the 
uestion of recruiting must be on the order of the day. 
Another question which must be discussed is the rela- 

tion of the language bureaus to the district committees. 
f we want the language bureaus to do good work, put 
heir shoulders to the wheel, they must feel that the whole 
Party is behind them, that their work is considered and 
ppreciated, that the work of winning influence over mil- 

lions is not an insignificant task. I believe if we will try 
to establish in our largest districts commissions for work 
mong national groups, and in the small districts have 
t least one of the leading comrades in charge, we will 

achieve a great deal. 

ow a Steel Unit Functions 

y JACK JOHNSTONE 

UR trade union comrades, with the help of the dis- 
trict and county committees, are dong very good 

ork in the struggle in steel, in building the steel workers’ 
nion, in mobilizing the masses against the forces of fas- 
ism, in winning the support of the middle class for the 
trike. 
But what about the functioning of the mill unit as a 

arty organizaton, what about utilizing this splendid work 
f our individual Party members in the strike, of the tre- 
endous influence of the Daily Worker and of our Party 

n order to recruit new members into the Party, what about 
he independent role of the Party mill unit? 

istake of Neglecting Party for Trade Re 

First, the tendency was to liquidate the unit by merging 
nto the union and strike apparatus. This has been largely 
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